Resolution to Prohibit Minors’ Access to Inappropriate Content in Texas Libraries
 
WHEREAS, Parents and tax-paying citizens have become increasingly alarmed about the inappropriate and harmful materials in Texas libraries being made available to minors, including books, graphic novels, magazines and online resources depicting graphic images and explicit text inappropriate for minors.
 
WHEREAS, Texas has a compelling state interest in protecting the health, safety and welfare of minors by enacting and enforcing Texas Penal Code Section 43.24 Sale, Distribution, or Display of Harmful Materials to Minors which prohibits the dissemination of materials deemed harmful to minors.
 
WHEREAS, studies clearly demonstrate the mental, emotional and physical harms of pornography to minors, including depression, anxiety, difficulty forming healthy relationships, and increased acceptance of, or acting out of, sexual acts or sexually aggressive.  
 
WHEREAS, roughly 90% of pornography and obscene material depicts acts of verbal or physical aggression against women and girls.
 
WHEREAS, Minors’ access to obscene material, such as that found in many Texas libraries, has reached such epidemic proportions that 15 state legislatures have now formally recognized it as a health crisis impacting minors. Similar to Big Tobacco, the Pornography Industry targets youth with advertising, resulting in increasingly younger ages of exposure. First exposures to minors can occur via Texas libraries thanks to certain librarians and library staff who supply and promote obscene materials.
 
WHEREAS, in the Miller vs California case of 1973, the Supreme Court of the United States has determined that the First Amendment of the United States Constitution does not protect materials which are obscene.
 
WHEREAS, Texas cannot allow libraries, librarians or library staff to promote or distribute obscene or pornographic materials to minors under the guise of the American Library Association’s (‘ALA’) Library Bill of Rights, which is not a local or state law at all (United States v. American Library Association, 539 U.S. 194) but merely a proclamation the ALA uses deceive librarians into thinking they have a right and a duty to provide inappropriate material to minors.
 
WHEREAS, Texas libraries, librarians and library staff who provide, promote or display books, magazines or make online materials that are obscene or pornographic available to minors do so at their own peril as Texans have the right to file criminal charges and hold such individuals or local governmental units legally accountable for the violations of Texas obscenity laws.
 
THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, libraries, librarians and library staff who make such materials accessible to minors or who promote such materials are guilty of distributing obscene or pornographic materials to minors, are deemed to have violated obscenity laws and as such can be prosecuted as stated in Texas law. (https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.43.htm#43.22).
 
THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, the State of Texas shall pass legislation to prohibit inappropriate content made available to minors in any way in Texas libraries. Inappropriate content includes, but is not limited to, content that normalizes child sex or desensitizes children to sexual things, describes or depicts children or adults having sex, uses graphic or obscene materials, contains explicit sexual vocabulary, includes descriptions of sexual experiences, attractions, fantasies or desires, sexualizes children, normalizes child sex or desensitizes children to sexual acts, describes children or adults having sex, depicts children consenting to sex, depicts or describes children or adults negotiating sexual encounters, depicts or describes how to ask for or get consent from other children or adults to engage in sexual acts, promotes or normalizes anal and oral sex, normalizes high-risk sexual behaviors, promotes homosexual or bisexual behavior, promotes sexual pleasure or arousal, depicts or describes that children have a right to sexual pleasure, encourages children to seek out sexual pleasure, promotes, depicts, instructs or encourages solo or mutual masturbation, sexual addictions or sexual exploitation, promotes illegal sexual behavior, depicts graphically or verbally scenes of rape, sodomy, bestiality, prostitution, sex trafficking, consenting or having sex as a minor, pornography or any other description or graphic material that is patently or offensively obscene.
